and work responsibilities, but not so in this country, where ...

SA women are
willing to do it all
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hinese women are working over
12-hour days to get ahead,

leaving little time for anything

else. But it’s worth the effort, say
South African women.

It is all work and no play for

China’s growing army of female

entrepreneurs as they try to build suc-,

cessful careers in a male-dominated
society, Chinese state media reported
yesterday.

Only 1,6% work less than eight
hours a day, 83,5% work eight- to 12-
hour days and 14,9% work more than
12 hours, the Xinhua news agency
said, citing a survey from the China
Association of Women Entrepreneurs.

The survey said more than 40% of
China’s private companies were run
by women.

It said the predictable result of the
long hours women worked was that
they were left with little time to care
for their children, do housework or
even sleep.

But Dr Namane Magau, president
of South Africa’s Business Women’s
Association, said she found the situa-.
tion in South Africa to be the contrary.

“Many women
don’t abdicate their
responsibilities, but
instead find creative

fact that women who
are entrepreneurial,
career-orientated, dis-
ciplined and focused, E
pass' that on to their own children,
who learn to become independent,”
Magau said.

She said she had found the motiva-
tion for women to start their own
businesses was because they required
flexible hours to care for their families
while earning an income.

“There are now more and more
women moving into entrepreneurship
and I think it is a positive thing.”

Suzanne Ravenall is an entrepre-
neur who is now group chief execu-
tive officer of her company, IDCS Be-
yond Outsourcing, which she started
in 1997.

Her company was recognised as

one of the Best Companies to Work

-For two years in a row, as one of the

Top 300 Companies in South Africa
two years in a row, and one of the Most
Promising Companies in the country.

“Deeply satisfying relationships
and rejuvenating self-care tend to suf-

fer. If anything, it is usually the time |

for gym, reading and taking vacations
that get affected,” Ravenall said.

She said the key to balancing life |
and work was making a list of priori- [

ties and sticking to it.
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Suzanne Ravenall believes the sacrifice is worth it.
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